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Seoul International Drama Awards (SDA) is the world’s leading festival for global TV dramas,
which is annually hosted in Seoul, Korea, a country widely known as the hub of trendy TV dramas.
Organized by non-profit organizations, Korean Broadcasters Association and Seoul Drama Awards
Organizing Committee, the awards ceremony is telecast on the three major terrestrial channels
KBS, MBC, and SBS interchangeably every two years. The competition-based awards ceremony
was launched in 2006, when there were no such award shows in Asia. The SDA cordially invites the
world’s TV drama experts and talent, and global fans to the 12th Awards Ceremony on September 7.

Purpose
Building a strong infrastructure for cultural content exchange and development of the TV drama industry.

Role
Connecting a variety of countries and encouraging them to share their best TV fiction productions with the industry 

experts and general public

Organizer
Seoul Drama Awards Organizing Committee & Korean Broadcasters Association

Supporter/Funder
The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, Seoul Metropolitan Government, KBS, MBC, SBS, EBS

Media Partner
FremantleMedia, Eurovision, C21 Media, ContentAsia, Prensario International, U.S. Embassy Seoul, 

French Embassy Seoul

Partner Festival
Shanghai TV Festival, International Drama Festival in Tokyo, Sichuan TV Festival

Key Dates of Annual Events
· Entry Submission: February - April

· Awards Ceremony: September 7

Venue
KBS Hall, Yeouido, Seoul

Airing of Awards Ceremony
Telecast on the three major terrestrial channels KBS, MBC and SBS interchangeably every two years

· SDA 2017 : KBS 2TV 

* More information and archives available on the SDA website www.seouldrama.org/en
 

Introduction of
Seoul International Drama Awards



2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

No. of Countries 29 32 33 37 43 37 45 48 50 48 51

No. of Entry 105 130 152 169 172 204 201 225 209 212 265

Entry Submission & Awards Category 2016

Participating countries since 2006 (Cumulative)
73 countries
 

2016 Participating countries
51 countries
 

·Free of charge online submission available on www.seouldrama.org/en

·The submission (scripted fiction of any genre) must have originally been created for television 

  and its first transmission / release date is between May 1, 2016 and April 30, 2017

·Awards Category
I. Competition (Winners are selected by Prelininary & Final selection juries)
-Program : TV Movie, Mini-series, Serial Drama, Comedy
-Individual : Director, Screenwriter, Actor, Actress
II. Non-Competition (Winners are recommended and selected by the Organizing Committee and juries)
- Jury’s Special Prize, The Most Popular Foreign Drama of the Year, Asian Star Prize, Outstanding Korean Drama Prize

2016 Entry submission
265 TV dramas
 

2016 New participating countries
Albania, Bangladesh, Peru

Europe
102 dramas (38%)

Asia-Pacific / Middle East
110 dramas (42%)

Oceania
9 dramas (3%)

Americas
44 dramas (17%)



Overview of 12th Anniversary Schedule

Call for  Entries
February 20 ~ April 30

Final Selection

Preliminary Selection

Mar.

Apr.

May

Jun.

Jul.

Sept.

Aug.

Awards Ceremony (KBS 2TV)
September 7

SDA TV Movie Premiere & Celeb Cinema

Invitation to SDA Winners & Guests
July ~ August

Feb.



Awards Ceremony

Bringing together the international drama 
production professionals and general public, the 
live-telecast annual awards ceremony 
recognizes the excellence in worldwide 
TV drama programming and talented individuals. 

Welcome Cocktail

Cocktail reception is hosted on the eve of the Awards 
to warmly welcome the SDA guests including 
drama producers, talent, judges, advisors, press and 
partners. Co-hosted  by  SDA’s  sponsor or media 
partner, the welcome cocktail provides the guests 
with a distinctive experience for networking. 

TV Movie Premiere & Celeb Cinema

Traditional public screenings of a select few 
SDA entries, where the audience can watch 
various TV dramas on the big screen and 
interact with the creators and talent. Starting 
2016, SDA TV Movie Premieres are hosted 
in association with local Embassies and 
cultural institutes to introduce dramas from 
more regions and their authentic cultures. 

Drama Music Concert

A concert, featuring theme songs showcased 
in the most popular and widely known Korean 
dramas, is hosted leading up to the Awards for both 
local and foreign K-drama fans and general public.

Major Events of 11th Anniversary 2016



Major Events of 11th Anniversary 2016 

Mini-series Golden Bird Prize ‘Deutschland 83’  
(Germany)

Serial Drama Golden Bird Prize ‘The Roots of Throne’
(South Korea)

TV Movie Golden Bird Prize ‘Don’t Leave Me’  (France) SDAOC Chairman, Outstanding Korean Actress
Ko Daeyoung , Min-A Shin

Grand Prize‘The Night Manager’ (U.K.) Comedy Golden Bird Prize ‘Baskets’ (U.S.A) 



Best Actress ‘Don’t Leave Me’ (France) 
Samia Sassi

Jury’s Special Prize ‘Journey’ (Australia)
Muffy Potter, Trudi-Ann Tierney,  Mohamad Ghorbankarimi

Outstanding Korean Actor ‘Descendants of the Sun’
(South Korea) Joong-Ki Song

Asian Star Prize (Vietnam, Singapore, Japan)
Nha Phuong Tran, Rebecca Rim, Mina Fujii

Asian Star Prize (Philippines, Taiwan, Hong Kong) 
Dennis Trillo, Yihao Liu, Anthony Wong

Major Events of 11th Anniversary 2016 

Best Actor ‘Father’  (Kazakhstan) 
Azat Seitmetov



Yihao Liu (Taiwan)

Anthony Wong (Hong Kong)

Mina Fujii (Japan)

Samia Sassi (France)

Burak Ozcivit (Turkey)

Red Carpet 2016 

Joong-Ki Song (South Korea)



Azat Seitmetov (Kazakhstan)

Nha Phuong Tran (Vietnam)

Rebecca Rim (Singapore)

Dennis Trillo (Philippines)

David McInnis (U.S.A)

Min-A Shin (South Korea)

Red Carpet 2016 



Past Winners

Year Title Country Company

2009
C.S.I.s U.S.A Jerry Bruckheimer Films

Doctor Who S4 U.K. BBC Worldwide Limited

2010 NCIS S7 U.S.A CBS Studios International

2011 The Walking Dead S1 U.S.A FOX International Channels

2012 Each Step Escape China
Shanghai Tang Chinese Films 

International Ltd

2013 Mistresses U.S.A The Walt Disney Company

2014 Sherlock S3 U.K. BBC Worldwide

2015 Midnight Diner S3 Japan Mainichi Broadcasting System, Inc

2016 Dramaworld U.S.A Entermedia Contents

Foreign dramas that have been widely beloved and acclaimed in Korea are selected by the
Organizing Committee.

The Most Popular Foreign Drama of the Year
(Non-Competition)



SDA Entries Acquisition & Broadcast

Channel Title Country

KBS

Little Big Voice Austria

The Beginning of Time Mexico

Sabena Hijacking - My Version Israel

Naked Among Wolves Germany

Woman Under Influence France

The American Letters Czech Rebublic

Hanna’s Decision Germany 

When Harvey Met Bob Ireland

Shades of Happiness Germany

MBC

CrossFire Canada

The Good Sister Canada

Starfighter Germany

We did it for the Money Gemany

SBS

First Response Canada

The Self Lover Czech Republic

Houdini (2 episodes) U.S.A

EBS
Home Fires (6 episodes) U.K.

Grantchester (6 episodes) U.K.

The List of Televised Entries

A select few entries have been telecast on the four Korean terrestrial channels KBS, MBC, SBS
and EBS. Generally, the selected entries are broadcast prior to the awards ceremony to maximize
publicity for quality entries of the SDA. This year will be no exception. As Korea is known to be the
hub of the television drama industry, SDA plays a pivotal role in introducing foreign TV dramas to
the local public and has become a gateway to the Asian market offering the exclusive opportunity
to discover and acquire high-caliber programs.



Final Selection Jury 2016
Composition: A total of 7 Korean and Foreign experts in TV drama production

 South Korea
 Dong-Geun Yoo

· President, Korean Broadcasting Actors Association
· Starred in ‘What’s With This Family’, ‘Jeong Do-Jeon’,
  ‘Childless Comfort’, ‘The Age of Heroes’, ‘Wife’, ‘Empress Myeongseong’,
  ‘Legendary Ambition’, ‘Tears of the Dragon’, ‘Lovers’ , etc.
· Won the KBS Drama Awards 2014, 2002, 1997
· Won the Korean Popular Culture and Art Awards: Prime Minister’s Award
· Won the 25th Korea Broadcasting Awards: Best TV Actor

Head of Jury

China	
Liang Lu

· Deputy Director at Sichuan TV Festival
· Vice Secretary General at Chinese TV Drama
  Production Business Association
· Director of Program Sales/Acquisition
  Center and Deputy Director of
  International Department at Sichuan Radio & TV
· International Emmy Awards, Banff Media Festival
  Drama & Documentary Juror
· Directed international co-production projects:
  BBC History, Kapa TV, ZDF, DW, etc.
· SDA 2011 Final Selection Juror

Japan
Uesugi Tadatsugu

· Producer at NHK Global Contents

  Development / Organization Department

· Produced and Planned ‘Future Family 2030’,

 ‘Princess Atsu’, ‘Can You Speak English?’

  (Language Education)

· NHK Drama Department (2002)

· Won Galaxy Award for ‘Amachan’

Germany
Arndt Röskens

· Head of Cultural Department / Co-ordinator of
  Region East Asia at Goethe-Institut Seoul
· Head of Cultural Development at
  Goethe-Institut Rio de Janeiro
· CEO at Zipper Producoes, Rio de Janeiro
· Rio International Film Festival: International
  Co-ordination
· Berlin International Film Festival:
  programme organization, assistance to director

· Festival Mix Brazil Juror

South Korea
Soo-Yeol Yoo

· Senior Adviser, Korea Drama Production

  Association

· President, MBC Chuncheon

· President, MBC Production

· Executive Director, MBC

· CEO, LOGOS FILM

· SDA Preliminary and Final Selection Juror

· Directed MBC’s

‘When You Laugh, Blessings Will Come’

U.K.
Amanda Groom

· Managing Director, The Bridge

· CEO and Head of Programming,

  Channel Health for Sky Networks

· Head of Content, Network of the World

· Programming Strategy & Business Consultant

  at National Geographic Channel

· Format Planning and Development: Sony

  Pictures TV, BBC, ITV, Fremantle Media, etc.

U.S.A
Diego Suarez

· SVP, International Film & TV Production at
  Sony Pictures Entertainment
· SVP, Creative Affairs at Fox 21 Television Studios
· SVP, International Programming
  at Fox Television Studios
· VP, Production and Development at
  Fox International Channels, Italy
· Head of Unscripted Programming at
  Boca Boca Producciones, Spain
· Executive Producer at Cuatro Vabezas, Argentina

· 2010-2011 International Emmy Awards Juror



Connect with SDA : Publicity

Web Magazine

Newsletter sent to around 5,000 readers including Korean

and foreign professionals in the media/broadcasting

industry, entertainment journalists and common 

subscribers to inform them about SDA news and entries.

Programmer’s Choice

Brief presentation of a select few submitted dramas
written by members of the Organizing Committee.

International Press Coverage

International publishing companies such as C21 Media

(U.K.), Prensario Int’l (Argentina) and ContentAsia (Singapore)

are SDA’s media partners. They attend the Awards

and publish features and articles for worldwide publicity.

SDA Facebook & Online Supporters

· https://www.facebook.com/seouldrama

· More than 67,000 Followers

Official online promotion partners of Seoul International

Drama Awards 2016 will take important roles,

promoting events and posting relevant information

about the SDA 2016 on their blog or web community.



Publicity : International Coverage 2016
A total of 4,435 news articles and online features on the Seoul International Drama Awards 2016 from 
both local and international presses have been released.


