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Seoul International Drama Awards (SDA) is the world’s leading festival for global TV dramas,
which is annually hosted in Seoul, Korea, a country widely known as the hub of trendy TV dramas.
Organized by non-profit organizations, Korean Broadcasters Association and Seoul Drama Awards
Organizing Committee, the awards ceremony is telecast on the three major terrestrial channels
KBS, MBC, and SBS interchangeably every two years. The competition-based awards ceremony
was launched in 2006, when there were no such award shows in Asia. The SDA cordially invites the
world’s TV drama experts and talent, and global fans to the 12th Awards Ceremony on September 7.

Purpose
Building a strong infrastructure for cultural content exchange and development of the TV drama industry.

Role
Connecting a variety of countries and encouraging them to share their best TV fiction productions with the industry 

experts and general public

Organizer
Seoul Drama Awards Organizing Committee & Korean Broadcasters Association

Supporter/Funder
The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, Seoul Metropolitan Government, KBS, MBC, SBS, EBS

Media Partner
FremantleMedia, Eurovision, C21 Media, ContentAsia, Prensario International, 

U.S. Embassy Seoul, French Embassy Seoul

Partner Festival
Shanghai TV Festival, International Drama Festival in Tokyo, Sichuan TV Festival

Key Dates of Annual Events
· Entry Submission: February - April

· Awards Ceremony: September 7

Venue
KBS Hall, Yeouido, Seoul

Airing of Awards Ceremony
Telecast on the three major terrestrial channels KBS, MBC and SBS interchangeably every two years

· SDA 2017 : KBS 2TV 

* More information and archives available on the SDA website www.seouldrama.org/en
 

Introduction of
Seoul International Drama Awards



2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

No. of Countries 29 32 33 37 43 37 45 48 50 48 51 55

No. of Entry 105 130 152 169 172 204 201 225 209 212 265 266

Entry Submission & Awards Category 2017

Participating countries since 2006 (Cumulative)
76 countries
 

2017 Participating countries
55 countries
 

·Free of charge online submission available on www.seouldrama.org/en

·The submission (scripted fiction of any genre) must have originally been created for television 

  and its first transmission / release date is between May 1, 2016 and April 30, 2017

·Awards Category
I. Competition (Winners are selected by Prelininary & Final selection juries)
-Program : TV Movie, Mini-series, Serial Drama, Comedy
-Individual : Director, Screenwriter, Actor, Actress
II. Non-Competition (Winners are recommended and selected by the Organizing Committee and juries)
- Jury’s Special Prize, The Most Popular Foreign Drama of the Year, Asian Star Prize, Outstanding Korean Drama Prize

2017 Entry submission
266 TV dramas
 

2017 New participating countries
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan

2017 Entries breakdown by category

TV Movie
64 dramas (24%)

Mini-series
135 dramas (51%)

Comedy
22 dramas (8%)

Serial Drama
45 dramas (17%)



Overview of 12th Anniversary Schedule

Call for  Entries
February 20 ~ April 30

Final Selection

Preliminary Selection

Mar.

Apr.

May

Jun.

Jul.

Sept.

Aug.

Awards Ceremony (KBS 2TV)
September 7

SDA TV Movie Premiere & Celeb Cinema
Drama Music Concert

Invitation to SDA Winners & Guests
July ~ August

Feb.



Awards Ceremony

Bringing together the international drama 
production   professionals   and   general   public, 
the live-telecast annual awards ceremony, 
held  every September, recognizes the 
excellence in worldwide TV drama 
programming and talented individuals. 

Welcome Cocktail & After Party

Cocktail reception is hosted on the eve of the Awards 
to warmly welcome the SDA guests including 
drama producers, talent, judges, advisors, press and 
partners. Co-hosted  by  SDA’s  sponsor or media 
partner, the welcome cocktail provides the guests 
with a distinctive experience for networking. 

TV Movie Premiere & Celeb Cinema

Traditional public screenings of a select few 
SDA entries, where the audience can watch 
various TV dramas on the big screen and 
interact with the creators and talent. Starting 
2016, SDA TV Movie Premieres are hosted 
in association with local Embassies and 
cultural institutes to introduce dramas from 
more regions and their authentic cultures. 

Drama Music Concert

A concert, featuring theme songs showcased 
in the most popular and widely known Korean 
dramas, is hosted leading up to the Awards for both 
local and foreign K-drama fans and general public.

Major Events of 12th Anniversary 2017



Major Events of 12th Anniversary 2017

Mini-series Golden Bird Prize ‘Please, Love Me  
(Belgium)

Serial Drama Golden Bird Prize ‘The Slave Mother’
(Brazil)

TV Movie Golden Bird Prize ‘Redemption Road’ (Germany) KBA Vice Chairman, Actress
Jung-hun Park, Sun-a Kim

Grand Prize‘This Is Us’ (U.S.A) Comedy Golden Bird Prize ‘Fleabag’ (U.K.) 



Best Actress ‘Detective Anna’ (Russia) 
Alekandra Nikiforova

Jury’s Special Prize ‘We Are One’ (Taiwan)
Ann Lee

Outstanding Korean Actor ‘Love in the Moonlight’
(South Korea) Bo-gum Park

Asian Star Prize (Japan, Malaysia)
Hyunri, Debbi Goh

Asian Star Prize (India, Philippines, Thailand) 
Satyadeep Mishra, Gabriel Gabby Concepcion, Sukollawat Kanaros

Major Events of 12th Anniversary 2017 

Best Actor ‘Heart of the City’  (Turkey) 
Kerem Bursin



Debbi Goh (Malaysia)

Sukollawat Kanaros (Thailand)

Hyunri (Japan)

Alekandra Niikiforova (Russia)

Satyadeep Mishra (India)

Red Carpet 2017

Bo-gum Park (South Korea)



Gabriel Gabby Concepcion (Philippines)

Dong-yeop Shin, Jung-eun Kim (South Korea)

Ann Lee (Taiwan)

Kerem Bursin (Turkey)

Eun-jung Han (South Korea)

Bo-young Park (South Korea)

Red Carpet 2017 



Past Winners

Year Title Country Company

2009
C.S.I.s U.S.A Jerry Bruckheimer Films

Doctor Who S4 U.K. BBC Worldwide Limited

2010 NCIS S7 U.S.A CBS Studios International

2011 The Walking Dead S1 U.S.A FOX International Channels

2012 Each Step Escape China
Shanghai Tang Chinese Films 

International Ltd

2013 Mistresses U.S.A The Walt Disney Company

2014 Sherlock S3 U.K. BBC Worldwide

2015 Midnight Diner S3 Japan Mainichi Broadcasting System, Inc

2016 Dramaworld U.S.A Entermedia Contents

2017 Mozart in the Jungle S3 U.S.A Sony Pictures Television HK Limited

Foreign dramas that have been widely beloved and acclaimed in Korea are selected by the
Organizing Committee.

The Most Popular Foreign Drama of the Year
(Non-Competition)



SDA Entries Acquisition & Broadcast

The List of Televised Entries

A select few entries have been telecast on the four Korean terrestrial channels KBS, MBC, SBS
and EBS. Generally, the selected entries are broadcast prior to the awards ceremony to maximize
publicity for quality entries of the SDA. This year will be no exception. As Korea is known to be the
hub of the television drama industry, SDA plays a pivotal role in introducing foreign TV dramas to
the local public and has become a gateway to the Asian market offering the exclusive opportunity
to discover and acquire high-caliber programs.

Channel Title Country

KBS

Heaven Sent U.S.A

The Boy Who Wants to Live Germany

Little Big Voice Austria

The Beginning of Time Mexico

Sabena Hijacking - My Version Israel

Naked Among Wolves Germany

Woman Under Influence France

The American Letters Czech Rebublic

Hanna’s Decision Germany 

When Harvey Met Bob Ireland

Shades of Happiness Germany

MBC

Gotthard (2 episodes) Switzerland

Cross Fire Canada

The Good Sister Canada

Starfighter Germany

We did it for the Money Gemany

SBS

Box 27 France

The Glassblower Germany

First Response Canada

The Self Lover Czech Republic

Houdini (2 episodes) U.S.A

EBS

Victoria (8 episodes) U.K.

Home Fires (6 episodes) U.K.

Grantchester (6 episodes) U.K.



Final Selection Jury 2017
Composition: A total of 7 Korean and Foreign experts in TV drama production

 South Korea
 Dong-Geun Yoo

· President, Korean Broadcasting Actors Association
· Starred in ‘What’s With This Family’, ‘Jeong Do-Jeon’,
  ‘Childless Comfort’, ‘The Age of Heroes’, ‘Wife’, ‘Empress Myeongseong’,
  ‘Legendary Ambition’, ‘Tears of the Dragon’, ‘Lovers’ , etc.
· Won the KBS Drama Awards 2014, 2002, 1997
· Won the Korean Popular Culture and Art Awards: Prime Minister’s Award
· Won the 25th Korea Broadcasting Awards: Best TV Actor

Head of Jury

Finland
Liselott Forsman

· YLE - Executive Producer International Drama
· EBU(European Broadcasting Union) - Presidency   
  / Fiction Expert  Group
· Nordic Film & TV Fund Board Member
· Northvision - Drama Co-producer
· YLE - Executive Producer TV Drama
  Radio Fiction, Experimental Play - Screenwriter
  Crossoverm Culture, Entertainment - Producer
· INPUT TV - Presenter in the Fiction Category
· INPUT, Rose d’Or, International Emmy, 
  C21 Internatioal Drama Awards Jury Member

U.K.
Jennifer Batty

· RTL CBS Asia - EVP Programming
· RTL Group Gemany - Content and Territory Consultant
 - Consult on Asian territory strategy
 - Multi Channel Asia Singapore
 - Content and Territory Consultant
· Star TV - Vice President, Programming, Star World

· Viasat Broadcasting - Head of Programming, Pay TV

Taiwan
Isabelle Wu

· National Taiwan University of Art, Motion Picture 
  Department - Director
· Shi-Shin University - Assistant Professor
· The Golden Horse Film Awards, Taipei Film Festival, 
  Taipei Digital Design Awards, National Fine Art Prize     
  Jury Member
· Golden Lion International Student Film Festival - 
  Curator

South Korea
Soo-Yeol Yoo

· Senior Adviser, Korea Drama Production

  Association

· President, MBC Chuncheon

· President, MBC Production

· Executive Director, MBC

· CEO, LOGOS FILM

· SDA Preliminary and Final Selection Juror

· Directed MBC’s

‘When You Laugh, Blessings Will Come’

Japan
Shizuo Masuda

· NHK Drama - Direcotr and Script Developper of 
  NHK Drama’s ‘Beauty and the Fellow’, ‘64’, ‘Hanako    
  and Anne’, ‘Yae’s Sakura’, ‘First Love’, ‘Sunshine’
· NHK Special Documentary-Director of ‘Following the 
  money: Path of the Lsahaya Bay reclamation project
· Directed Radio Drama ‘Bird’
· NHK Broadcasting Division Regional
  Programming - Planned and produced reginal 
  dramas, Directed music programs

U.S.A
Cynthia Fenneman

· President & CEO of American Public Television
· Discovery Health Channel – Major Projects Executive
· A&E, PBS, APT – Executive Producer
· New Hampshire Public Television – Director of      
  Broadcasting
· Philadelphia KYW-TV – Senior Producer / Producer, 
  Evening Magazine 
· San Francisco KPIX-TV Talk Show ‘People Are Talking’ 
- Producer
· Baltimore WJZ-TV Sports Producer, Eyewitness News
· SDA 2012 Final Selection Jury member, International 
  Emmy’s Jury member, Banff World Media Festival 

  Jury Member



Connect with SDA : Publicity

Web Magazine

Newsletter sent to around 5,000 readers including Korean

and foreign professionals in the media/broadcasting

industry, entertainment journalists and common 

subscribers to inform them about SDA news and entries.

Programmer’s Choice

Brief presentation of a select few submitted dramas
written by members of the Organizing Committee.

International Press Coverage

International publishing companies such as C21 Media

(U.K.), Prensario Int’l (Argentina) and ContentAsia (Singapore)

are SDA’s media partners. They attend the Awards

and publish features and articles for worldwide publicity.

SDA Facebook & Online Supporters

· https://www.facebook.com/seouldrama

· More than 67,000 Followers

Official online promotion partners of Seoul International

Drama Awards 2016 will take important roles,

promoting events and posting relevant information

about the SDA 2016 on their blog or web community.



Publicity : International Coverage 2017
A total of 3,962 news articles and online features on the Seoul International Drama Awards 2017 from 
both local and international presses have been released.


